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Abstract

The Author worked as geologist in Northern Nigeria during several years. This study presents 
his experiences concerning the granite formations of the region. The geological base of Northern 
Nigeria is the so-called Basement Complex. A significant part of this basement is the Older Granite 
Formation, which has been intruded in the late Precambrian and in the Lower Palaeozoic. The ring 
tectonic complexes of Jurassic age - Younger Granites - intruded into late Precambrian basement 
rocks in a N - S trending zone. Most of the landscape is characterized by the occurrence of large, 
almost level peneplains formed by intensive erosion over long periods.  The most spectacular 
landforms are the granitic inselbergs, the woolsack shaped boulders with cavities and the balanced 
rocks. The Author had studied the rock shelters and cavities, between and below the woolsack shaped 
granite blocks near the town of Birnin Kudu in Jigawa State.  He describes the formations and 
the development of the three largest cavities. They contain rock paintings and may have provided 
shelters or religious places for the ancient inhabitants. These paintings are typical of those found 
along the sahel belt of West Africa and were probably made by the ancient Fulani cattle herders.

Key words: Basement Complex, Older Granite Formation, Younger Granite Formation, peneplains, 
inselbergs, woolsacks, Birnin Kudu Rock Shelters, ancient rock paintings
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